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SUBJECT: SEYCHELLES CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE AND POSSIBLE 
RETURN OF CERTAIN BIOT ISLANDS 

REFS: (A) NAIROBI 152, (B) PORT LOUIS 16 (NOTAL) 

1. IN COURSE OF VISIT TO SEYCHELLES JANUARY 15-18, 

DCM LEARNED FROM CONVERSATIONS WITH LEADERS OF TWO 
POLITICAL PARTIES AND GOVERNOR THAT SEYCHELLES CONSTITU- 
TIONAL CONFERENCE WILL MOST LIKELY TAKE PLACE IN LONDON 
IN MARCH OR APRIL. PRINCIPAL REASON FOR CONTINUING 
UNCERTAINTY RE TIMING OF CONFERENCE IS THAT 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE ON RHODESIA (PERHAPS IN MARCH) 
WOULD PROBABLY PRE-EMPT CONFERENCE ON SEYCHELLES AS 
SAME U.K. EXPERTS WOULD BE NEEDED FOR BOTH CONFERENCES. 

2. OPPOSITION SPUP PARTY CHIEF RENE PLANS TO ATTEND 
CONFERENCE AND TO PUSH HARD FOR RETURN TO SEYCHELLES OF 
THREE ISLANDS DETACHED FROM SEYCHELLES WHEN BIOT WAS 
FORMED IN 1965 - ALDABRA, FARQUHAR, AND ILE DESROCHES. 
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SUBJECT AND WOULD PROBABLY BE WILLING TO SETTLE FOR 
FISHING, TOURISM, AND MINERAL RIGHTS IN ENLARGED 
ARCHIPELAGO WHICH WOULD RESULT FROM INCLUSION OF THESE 
THREE ISLANDS IN HIS COUNTRY, HE WILL BE MOST RELUCTANT 
TO BE POLITICALLY OUT-FLANKED BY RENE ON AN ISSUE WHICH 
WOULD HAVE APPEAL IN OAU CIRCLES AS WELL AS AT HOME. 
DEPARTMENT SHOULD RECALL THAT MANCHAM COMPLETELY REVERSED 
HIMSELF IN 1974 AND ADOPTED OPPOSITION PARTY POSITION 
ON INDEPENDECNE AND, IN OUR VIEW, WOULD BE QUITE CAPABLE 
OF MAKING ANALOGOUS SHIFT TO PRESS VIGOROUSLY FOR 
UNRESTRICTED RETURN OF THREE ISLANDS. 

3. INASMUCH AS ISSUE OF BIOT ISLANDS WILL APPARENTLY 
ARISE AT SEYCHELLES CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE, WE 
BELIEVE THAT USG POSITION ON RETURN OF ISLANDS TO 
SEYCHELLES SHOULD BE FORMULATED WELL BEFORE CONFERENCE 
AND COMMUNICATED TO UKG AND PERHAPS TO MANCHAM AS WELL. 
SEYCHELLES GOVERNOR TOLD DCM THAT HE HAS REQUESTED THAT 
UKG CONSULT WITH USG ON POSSIBLE RETURN OF BIOT ISLANDS, 

BUT HAS HAD NO CONFIRMATION SUCH CONSULTATIONS HAVE 
BEGUN. GOVERNOR, WHO IS ALSO ADMINISTRATOR FOR 

BIOT, EXPRESSED OPINION THAT ONLY DIEGO GARCIA IS OF 
REAL MILITARY VALUE AND THREE ISLANDS DETACHED FROM 
SEYCHELLES ARE UNLIKELY TO BE OF MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE 
IN FUTURE. 

4. AS NOTED IN REF A, AND COMMENTED ON IN REF B, EFFECT 
ON FUTURE OF DIEGO GARCIA OF RETURN OF OTHER BIOT 
ISLANDS TO SEYCHELLES WOULD APPEAR TO BE MOST IMPORTANT 
U.S. CONCERN. IF OUR PRESENCE ON DIEGO GARCIA WOULD 

NOT BE JEOPARDIZED AND IF GOVERNOR S VIEWS ON OTHER 
ISLANDS' LACK OF MILITARY POTENTIAL ARE CORRECT, WE 
WOULD BE INCLINED TO SUPPORT IDEA OF RETURNING ISLANDS 
TO SEYCHELLES WITHOUT RESTRICTION AND TO GAIN FUTURE GOOD 
WILL BY SO INFORMING MANCHAM OF THIS BEFORE CONFERENCE. 

WE WOULD BE GLAD TO PASS THIS OR OTHER MESSAGE TO MANCHAM 
ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM DEPARTMENT. 

MARSHALL 
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